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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
 
 John Wesley Venable, Sr. was born on 30 March 1823 in Washington, D.C.  He made an 
unusual journey as a 16-17-year-old to Florida.  Throughout his one-year sojourn, he kept a 
journal which included several pencil sketches and watercolor paintings. In the late-1840s, he 
tried to make a living as an itinerant artist, first in Covington and then Danville, Kentucky.  In 
1847 he moved to St. Louis in hopes of succeeding as an artist there.  He soon returned to 
Kentucky, where he began painting and teaching art lessons.  In 1862, he entered the ministry 
and accepted the rectorship at St. John’s Episcopal Church in Versailles, Kentucky, a position 
he retained until 1882; simultaneously he had responsibilities for services in Georgetown, 
Kentucky.  In 1882 he became rector of Grace Episcopal Church in Hopkinsville, Kentucky, 
where he stayed until his retirement in 1895.  He and his family remained in Hopkinsville.   
John first married Sarah E. Farnsworth; she died in 1873 and is buried in Versailles.  
John and Sarah had three daughters:  Lizzie A., Mary Helm, and Julia.  Mary Helm died in 1875 
and is buried in Versailles.  John married Ann Frances “Fannie” Peyton Moore (b. 20 July 1849), 
from an old Christian County family, in 1888.  They had one son, John Wesley Venable, Jr.  
Fannie died on 18 October 1938.  She and John, Sr. are buried in Hopkinsville’s Riverside 
Cemetery. 
 John, Jr. was born in 1888.  He lived with his mother until her death in 1938.  At an early 
age, his father taught him the rudiments of drawing.  He spent many hours drawing and reading 
and constructing a large circus menagerie that was kept in the garret of the family home.  He 
spent most of his life as a manager of movie theaters in Hopkinsville.  He married Alice Lacey in 
1942.  The story of his circus menagerie was well known in the area, and it was passed on to 
Todd County native and author Robert Penn Warren by Frank Quarles Cayce of Hopkinsville.  
Warren used Venable, Jr. and his mother as the prototypes for Bolton Lovehart and Mrs. Simon 
Lovehart in his novella A Circus in the Attic. John, Jr. is buried with his wife in Hopkinsville’s 
Riverside Cemetery. 
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COLLECTION NOTE  
 
 These materials relate to the family of John Wesley Venable, chiefly he, his second wife 
Fannie, and their son, John W. Venable, Jr. 
 Box 1 contains a travel journal/diary kept by John, Sr. on a trip to Florida in 1838 and 
1839, when he was only 16 years old.  He mentions his travel schedule, social events in Florida, 
members of his social circle, flora, fauna and marine life.  The diary has five illustrations, two 
drawings and three watercolor paintings.  This leather bound diary is supplemented by a 
photocopy and a typescript.  Color photographs of the illustrations have been produced and 
placed in this box.  In addition, this box contains a holographic recounting of an Indian conflict in 
Florida from 1839.  This was dictated by William J. Bailey, a prominent Florida planter and 
military leader.  The last folder contains some research notes about Venable and early Florida 
history collected by Western Kentucky University English professor Wilford Fridy. 
 Box 2 contains 39 small diaries in which John, Sr. records daily events, the weather, 
letters written and received, and church activities including benevolence visits and the 
performance of weddings and funerals.  Some of the diaries also include running totals of 
income and expenses. 
 Box 3 and 3a contain materials related to John, Sr.’s sermons and sermon preparation.  
Box 3 contains two folders of completed sermons (Folders 4 & 5) as well as talks made for the 
Guild at Grace Episcopal Church in Hopkinsville (Folder 6) and two addresses made for the 
church on his 74th and 75th birthdays (Folder 7).  Box 3 (Folder 1) also contains four detailed 
account books of art work rendered for clients in Covington, Versailles, Danville, Kentucky as 
well as St. Louis, Missouri.  These account books document executed artwork, chiefly portraits, 
as well as art lessons.  Folder 2 contains one of John Sr.’s sketch book which contains many 
fine pen and ink drawings, chiefly portraits, cartoons, and caricatures.  John, Sr.’s work with the 
International Order of Odd Fellows, chiefly as a chaplain, is documented in Folders 8 and 8a.  
Box 3a includes several lengthy manuscript books of sermon ideas which John, Sr. titled 
“Original Thoughts.”  These often include scripture references which are indexed in each 
volume. 
 Box 4 holds material related to John, Sr.’s second wife, Fannie Venable, including her 
correspondence.  This is chiefly of a financial nature, but does include several letters from her 
step-daughter Lizzie Venable and letters from her own son, John, Jr. on trips to the eastern 
United States as well as from his pre-induction training in World War I.  Christmas cards and 
greeting cards sent to Fannie are contained in Folders 2a and 2b.  Several of Fannie’s school 
compositions and poems are found in Folder 10.  Folders 3-7 relate to the genealogy of the 
Moore, Washington, and Peyton families.  Folder 5 contains older Moore family 
correspondence, chiefly of William Stevenson Moore, of Christian County. 
 Box 5 includes the material of John, Jr., chiefly booklets he assembled for school and 
illustrated manuscript books of creative writing in the adventure genre.  It also includes a large 
folder (Folder 7) of drawings executed by John, Jr. as a child as well as several sets of cards 
(Folders 10 and 11) used in teaching pencil sketching. 
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SHELF LIST 
 
BOX 1 John Wesley Venable, Sr.   1838-1991  21 items 
          
Folder 1 Inventory         1 item 
 
Folder 2 Journal of John W. Venable’s trip from  1838-1839  1 item 
  Baltimore to the Florida Keys 
 
Folder 3 Journal of John W. Venable’s trip from  1838-1839  1 item 
  Baltimore to the Florida Keys – Photocopy  
 
Folder 4 John W. Venable’s Florida diary – Typescript 1838-1839  1 item 
 
Folder 5 Journal of John W. Venable’s trip from  1838-1839  13 items 
  Baltimore to the Florida Keys – Photos 
  and negatives 
 
Folder 6 John W. Venable’s notes from Florida  1839?   1 item 
 
Folder 7 William Bailey’s account of an “Indian   1839   3 items 
  Skirmish” & photocopy; photograph 
 
Folder 8 John W. Venable – Research notes collected 1973-1991  9 items 
  by Wilford Fridy related to John W. Venable’s 
  1930s Florida trip  
 
 
BOX 2 John Wesley Venable, Sr.   1862-1907  39 items 
 
Folder 1 John W. Venable diary    1862   1 item 
 
Folder 2 John W. Venable diary    1863   1 item 
 
Folder 3 John W. Venable diary    1865   1 item 
 
Folder 4 John W. Venable diary    1869   1 item 
 
Folder 5 John W. Venable diary    1869   1 item 
 
Folder 6 John W. Venable diary    1872   1 item 
 
Folder 7 John W. Venable diary    1873   1 item 
 
Folder 8 John W. Venable diary    1875   1 item 
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Folder 9 John W. Venable diary    1876   1 item 
 
Folder 10 John W. Venable diary    1877   1 item 
 
Folder 11 John W. Venable diary    1878   1 item 
 
Folder 12 John W. Venable diary    1879   1 item 
 
Folder 13 John W. Venable diary    1880   1 item 
 
Folder 14 John W. Venable diary    1881   1 item 
 
Folder 15 John W. Venable diary    1882   1 item 
 
Folder 16 John W. Venable diary    1883   1 item 
 
Folder 17 John W. Venable diary    1884   1 item 
 
Folder 18 John W. Venable diary    1885   1 item 
 
Folder 19 John W. Venable diary    1886   1 item 
 
Folder 20 John W. Venable diary    1886   1 item 
 
Folder 21 John W. Venable diary    1888   1 item 
 
Folder 22 John W. Venable diary    1889   1 item 
 
Folder 23 John W. Venable diary    1890   1 item 
 
Folder 24 John W. Venable diary    1891   1 item 
 
Folder 25 John W. Venable diary    1893   1 item 
 
Folder 26 John W. Venable diary    1894   1 item 
 
Folder 27 John W. Venable diary    1895   1 item 
 
Folder 28 John W. Venable diary    1896   1 item 
 
Folder 29 John W. Venable diary    1897   1 item 
 
Folder 30 John W. Venable diary    1898   1 item 
 
Folder 31 John W. Venable diary    1899   1 item 
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Folder 32 John W. Venable diary    1900   1 item 
 
Folder 33 John W. Venable diary    1901   1 item 
 
Folder 34 John W. Venable diary    1902   1 item 
 
Folder 35 John W. Venable diary    1903   1 item 
 
Folder 36 John W. Venable diary    1904   1 item 
 
Folder 37 John W. Venable diary    1905   1 item 
 
Folder 38 John W. Venable diary    1906   1 item 
 
Folder 39 John W. Venable diary    1907   1 item 
 
 
BOX 3 John W. Venable, Sr.    1835-1897  114 items 
 
Folder 1 Account books listing art services rendered 1843-1879  4 items 
  to clients in Kentucky, chiefly Covington 
  and Danville; includes art classes taught 
 
Folder 2 John W. Venable’s sketchbook, loose  n.d.   5 items 
  contents, and one pencil sketch 
 
Folder 3 John W. Venable – Correspondence  1835-1893  15 items 
 
Folder 4 John W. Venable – Sermons   1853-1880  12 items 
 
Folder 5 John W. Venable – Sermons   1886-1894  8 items 
 
Folder 6 Addresses given at the annual meetings  1888-1896  8 items 
  of the Ladies Guild of Grace Church, 
  Hopkinsville, Kentucky 
 
Folder 7 Addresses given by John W. Venable on  1897-1898  2 items  
  the occasion of this 74th and 75th birthdays 
  at Hopkinsville, Kentucky 
 
Folder 8 John W. Venable – International Order of  1867-1889  5 items 
  Odd Fellows addresses, forms, etc. 
 
Folder 8a Prayers – Related to International Order of 1875-1892  12 items 
  Odd Fellows 
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Folder 9 John W. Venable – Rental contracts, receipts, 1872-1894  30 items 
  miscellaneous  
 
Folder 10 John W. Venable, Sr. – Writings, speeches,  1897, n.d.  13 items 
  etc. 
 
 
BOX 3a John W. Venable, Sr.    1850-1885  11 items 
 
Folder 1 Sermon Catalog – “Texts and Authorities” n.d.   3 items 
 
Folder 2 Sermon book of John W. Venable, Sr.  1850   1 item 
 
Folder 3 Sermon book and “Original Thoughts” by n.d.   1 item 
  John W. Venable, Sr. 
 
Folder 4 Sermon book and “Thoughts Original and n.d.   1 item 
  Selected” 
 
Folder 5 Sermon Notebook “Thoughts…Original and n.d.   1 item 
  Selected” 
 
Folder 6 Marriage certificate, and letter and photo 1885   4 items 
  related to same, of Harry M. and Pattie 
  (Hurst) Mason; wedding performed by 
  John W. Venable, Sr. 
 
 
BOX 4 Fannie (Moore) Venable    1837-1934  164 items 
 
Folder 1 Fannie Venable – Correspondence  1874-1909  49 items 
 
Folder 2 Fannie Venable – Correspondence  1910-1933  44 items 
 
Folder 2a Christmas cards sent to Fannie (Moore)  1921-1934  11 items 
  Venable and son, John W. Venable, Jr. 
 
Folder 2b Greeting cards sent to Fannie (Moore)   1930-1934  11items 
  Venable 
 
Folder 3 Peyton family – Genealogical research   1894, n.d.  6 items 
  notes 
 
Folder 4 Washington family – Genealogical research n.d.   1 item 
  notes 
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Folder 5 Moore family – Correspondence   1837-1863  10 items 
 
Folder 6 Moore family – Genealogical research  n.d.   12 items 
  notes 
 
Folder 7 “A Brief Account of the Manor & Parish   n.d.   1 item 
  Church of Green’s Norton, Alias Norton 
  Davey” 
 
Folder 8 Recipes      n.d.   1 item 
 
Folder 9 Compositions and poems by Fannie  1860-1890  18 items 
  (Moore) Venable; small journal 
 
 
BOX 5 John W. Venable, Jr.    1845-1948  88 items 
 
Folder 1 Reminiscences of John W. Venable, Jr.   1888-1911  2 items 
 
Folder 2 “History Tablet” of John W. Venable, Jr.  n.d.   1 item 
 
Folder 3 “Grammar Tablet”     1904   1 item 
 
Folder 4 “The Nelson Boys Trapping in Canada”  n.d.   1 item 
  by John W. Venable, Jr. 
 
Folder 5 “The Exploits of the Castles” by John W.  n.d.   1 item 
  Venable, Jr. 
 
Folder 6 “The Crew of the Vienna” by John W.  n.d.   1 item 
  Venable, Jr. 
 
Folder 7 Drawings of John W. Venable, Jr.   1897-1909, n.d. 67 items 
 
Folder 8 Drawing book for John W. Venable, Jr.  1903   1 item 
 
Folder 9 “Drawing Lessons”     n.d.   1 item 
 
Folder 10 “Abbot’s Drawing Cards for Schools and  1845   1 item 
  Families – Cottage Series” 
 
Folder 11 “Abbot’s Drawing Cards for Schools and  1845   1 item 
  Families – Animal Series” 
 
Folder 12 Miscellaneous items of John W. Venable, Jr. 1913-1948  10 items 
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travel journal kept by John, Sr. while in Florida.  Also  
 includes John, Sr.’s sermons and sermon preparation  
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SUBJECT ANALYTICS 
 
Account books, 1843-1879     B3,F1 
Artists     B3,F1-2 
Bailey, William J., 1790-1872     B1,F7 
Bailey, William J., 1790-1872 – Comments about, 1838-1839     B1,F2-5 
Christmas cards, 1921-1934     B4,F2a 
Contract – House painting, 1857 
Courtship     B4,F5 
Diaries, 1838-1839 – Venable, John Wesley, 1823-1908    B1,F2-5 
Diaries, 1862-1907 – Venable, John Wesley, 1823-1908    B2,F1-39 
Drawings     B3,F2; B5,F2-11 
Episcopal Church – Clergy     B1-B4 
Episcopalian Church – Women – Relating to, 1888-1896     B3,F6 
Essays     B4,F9 
Fields, Cyrus W.     B4,F5 
Florida – Travel and description, 1838-1839     B1 
Genealogy – Moore family     B4,F6 
Genealogy – Peyton family     B4,F3 
Genealogy – Washington family     B4,F4 
Grace Episcopal Church – Hopkinsville – Relating to, 1883-1907     B2; B3,F9 
Greeting cards, 1930-1934     B4,F2b 
Heraldry – Relating to     B3,F9 
Funeral invitations, 1872 & 1875     B3,F9 
Hopkinsville – Churches – Episcopal – Relating to, 1883-1907     B2; B3,F9 
Hopkinsville – Cemeteries – Pioneer Graveyard – Relating to     B3,F9     
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Indians – Conflicts with – Florida, 1839     B1,F7  
International Order of Odd Fellows – Speeches, addresses, etc., 1867-1892     B3,F8-8a 
International Order of Odd Fellows – Receipts, 1916-1948     B5,F12 
Invitations – Wedding, 1897     B4,F1 
Kempster, Maria     B4,F5 
Key West, Florida – Travel and description, 1838-1839     B1 
Marriage licenses – Sumner County, Tennessee     B3a,F6 
Mason, Harry Monck – Relating to     B3a,F6 
Mason, Pattie (Hurst) – Letter to, 1885     B3a,F6 
Mason, Pattie (Hurst) – Photograph     B3a,F6 
Mason, Pattie (Hurst) – Relating to     B3a,F6 
McCormack, Mary Tyler – Comments about     B3,F9 
Mexico – Comments about     B4,F1 
Marriage – Comments about, 1837     B4,F5 
Moore, James Henry, 1838-1909     B4,F1,5 
Moore, Mary Peyton Green (Edmunds), 1810-1881 – Letters to     B4,F5 
Moore, William Stevenson, 1801-1869 - Correspondence     B4,F5 
Norton, Eckstein, 1831-1891     B4,F1,2a 
Norton, Eckstein, 1831-1891 – Comments about     B4,F2 
Norton, Eckstein, 1831-1891 – Relating to     B4,F1-2 
Norton, Fred – Comments about, 1918     B4,F2 
Norton, Lucy Peyton (Moore), 1840-1914     B4,F1 
Norton, Mary Hise     B4,F2 
Pioneer Graveyard – Hopkinsville – Relating to     B3,F9 
Poetry     B4,F9 
Prescriptions and remedies     B3,F9 
Receipts, 1880-1894     B3,F9 
Recipes     B4,F8 
Reminiscences, 1888-1911 – Venable, John Wesley, Jr., 1888-1976     B5,F1 
Rent – Hopkinsville, 1890-1892     B3,F9 
Sermons – Episcopal, 1853-1894     B3,F4-5 
Sermons – Episcopal – Related to, 1850, n.d.     B3a,F1-5 
Speeches, addresses, etc., 1897, n.d.     B3,F10 
St. John’s Episcopal Church – Versailles – Relating to, 1862-1882     B2 
Teachers and teaching – Relating to, 1859     B4,F5 
Venable, Ann Frances “Fannie” (Moore), 1849-1938 – Correspondence     B4,F1-2b 
Venable, John Wesley, Sr., 1823-1908 – Correspondence     B3,F3; B3a,F6; B4,F1 
Venable, John Wesley, Jr., 1888-1976      B4,F2-2b 
Venable, John Wesley, Jr., 1888-1976 – Relating to     B5 
Venable, Lizzie A.     B4,F1 
Venable, Mary Helm, d. 1875 – Comments about, 1875     B3,F9 
Venable, Mary Helm, d. 1875 – Funeral invitation     B3,F9 
Venable, Sarah E. (Farnsworth), d. 1873 – Funeral invitation     B3,F9 
Versailles – Churches – Episcopal, 1862-1882     B2 
Washington, D.C. – Travel and description, 1917     B4,F2 
Wheatley, William T. – Relating to     B4,F5 
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World War I, 1914-1918 – Military life     B4,F2 
World War I, 1914-1918 – Soldiers from – Christian County     B4,F2 
 
 
SEE  or SEE ALSO 
 
Hurst, Pattie 
 See: 
    Mason, Pattie (Hurst) 
 
 
 
 
Jeffrey   02/08/2012 
